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A study on how to guide junior high school students
suspected of having developmental disorders
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to assess the number of junior high school students suspected of having
developmental disorders among those receiving guidance for delinquency, and to then design an appropriate
in-school support system. Sixty-six junior high schools in A Prefecture participated in the study. The
survey found that 165 students (37.0%) were suspected of having developmental disorders out of a total of
446 receiving guidance for delinquency (O PDD suspects = 14.1%; @ LD suspects = 94%; and & ADHD
suspects = 13.5%). A survey (2002) conducted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT) found that, of all the students enrolled in regular elementary and junior high schools
in Japan, 6.3% are suspected of having developmental disorders. Compared with the MEXT study, the very
high percentage of students suspected of having developmental disorders in the current study suggests that
there are many students with developmental disorders among junior high school students receiving guidance
for delinquency. A contributing factor to delinquency among those with developmental disorders was the
environment (such as the home, the school, and the community) where their delinquent behavior was not
appropriately addressed. Many schools identify a lack of knowledge regarding development disorders and
shortages of educational technology available to the affected students as factors contributing to the problem.
This study calls for continuous family support based on comprehensive case management in and out of
school and outreach programs operating in conjunction with professional organizations.
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