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This course will introduce the students to the major characteristics of the Japanese language.
The students will examine various linguistic aspects observed in Japanese and discover some
of the organizing principles of the language. There will be frequent homework assignments

RERE over the course of the semester. In addition, the students will select one scholarly article

concerning some aspect of the Japanese language and write a critical review paper.
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Introduction Introduction to course [Before class] Question: What are
requirements the differences between Japanese
1 Lecture: Overview of the and your native language?
Japanese language [After class] Review Class 1.
Complete Homework 1.
Genetic affiliation Homework 1 (due) [Before class] Question: What
Lecture: genetic relationship, language family does Japanese
5 Language universals, Ryukyuan, | belong to? How about your native
Ainu language?
[After class] Review Class 2.
Complete Homework 2.
Phonological structure Homework 2 (due) [Before class] Question: What
Lecture: Japanese vowels and Japanese sounds are difficult for you
3 consonants, suprasegmental to produce?
characteristics (pitch accent, [After class] Review Class 3.
mora-timed rhythm) Complete Homework 3.
Morphological structure Homework 3 (due) [Before class] Question: How many
Lecture: Morphemes, Word types of words do Japanese have?
4 formation processes, The origin | [After class] Review Class 4.
of Japanese words, Mimetics, Complete Homework 4.
Measure words
Syntactic structure Homework 4 (due) [Before class] Question: What are
Lecture: Word order, the characteristics of Japanese
5 o o
Postpositions, Auxiliaries, sentences?
Relative clauses, Topic, Ellipsis, [After class] Review Class 5.




Pronouns Complete Homework b.
Writing system Homework 5 (due) [Before class] Question: How was
Lecture: Types of writing Japanese writing system born?

6 systems in the world, How [After class] Review Class 6.
Japanese writing system was Complete Homework 6. Write your
born, 4 kinds of Japanese article review paper.
characters

Honorifics Homework 6 (due) [Before class] Question: How do you
Lecture: Japanese honorific feel about Japanese honorific
7 system, Its relationship with system?
Japanese culture, Giving & [After class] Review Class 7
receiving verbs Complete Homework 7 and your
review paper.
Particles ‘wa’ and ‘ga’ Homework 7 (due) [Before class] Question: What do you
Article review paper (due) think are the differences between the

8 Lecture: The differences particles ‘wa’ and ‘ga’?
between ‘wa’ and ‘ga’ [After class] Review Class 8
(old/shared vs. new/given
information)
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